


( Date )
Dear Lion (         ),

Again, on behalf of the Lions of District 27-(     ), I would like to welcome you to the world’s largest service organization. In my first “Orientation” letter, I outlined the importance of your Club, one of 45,083 Clubs around the world. The service you and your Club will be doing in your local community and area is the heart of our mission as Lions. This letter highlights finances and what we do together as the Lions of Wisconsin.




                Lion’s Finances

From the beginning of Lions, it was decided that no member would benefit financially from public money raised in Lions fundraisers. Most Clubs have two accounts. The Activity or Charity account is money raised from the public that is held in trust to be returned to the public through your Club’s service or contributions. The second account, called the Administrative Account, is money that comes from the pockets of Lions. This money can be used in any way your Club decides. 

Each Lion pays annual dues. Part of your dues goes to Lions Clubs International ($39). These funds are used for worldwide administration, support of Lions and Lions Clubs and the “The Lions” magazine you will receive. Wisconsin MD-27 receives $10.50. This is used for statewide administration, support of state activities and training, and for a State lions Office located in Stevens Point. Also, state Multiple District 27 dues provide you with a monthly State Lions Newspaper.  Our District dues are $5.00. This money is used for the District 27-E1 Cabinet administration and the mission of our District. Your yearly dues over the $54.50 are used for the administration of your Club.



                            Lions of Wisconsin

The mission of the 20,000+ Lions in Wisconsin Multiple District 27 is “Reaching, Touching and Improving Lives”. The Lions of Wisconsin carry out this mission through Wisconsin Lions Foundation (WLF) with its six statewide programs and the Lions Eye Bank of Wisconsin. 

                                Wisconsin Lions Foundation’s (WLF) Six Programs

1) Wisconsin Lions Camp: Each summer Wisconsin Lions offer a life-changing experience to campers who are visually impaired, hearing impaired, moderately cognitively disabled and diabetic. Last summer, Lions again changed the world for over 1300 campers. Our District 27-E1 sent about 50 campers to have the time of their lives. All campers attend Wisconsin Camp free of charge through the generous support of the Lion Clubs in Wisconsin. 

Several years ago, I was at our Camp for the first time. As I looked around at our facilities and witnessed the Camp’s program, I became very excited. I remember saying to another Lion “Seeing Wisconsin Lions Camp and knowing what happens at Camp, how could you not be a Lion!” 

Wisconsin Lions Camp is located near Rosholt, WI. Our Lions Camp has 440 acres with a 45-acre lake. Campers may participate in climbing a rock wall, archery, bicycling, sailing, paddle and rowboats, a nature center, hiking trails, a mud hole and much, much more. Our Camp has modern accommodations and a state of the art healthcare lodge. Campers look forward to returning to Camp year after year because of the generosity of your Club and the other Clubs in Wisconsin. 

2) Eyeglass Recycling: Lions collect eyeglasses in their local communities and send them to our Recycling Center for cleaning and sorting. Eyeglasses are sent to over 37 countries to be given to the poor who need vision correction. They are also distributed directly distributed by Wisconsin Lions who participate in the four “Mission to Mexico” trips each year.

3) Children Vision Screening: Helps in the fight against blindness and to ensure that every child from six months to eighteen years old is able to see properly. Through the efforts of local Lions Clubs, screenings are taking place in their local day care and preschool facilities. Vision problems affect one in every five school-age children and one in every twenty preschool-age children.
4) Hearing Program: Meets the needs of the hard of hearing. Wisconsin Lions and hearing healthcare professionals generously work to provide services and hearing aids to those in need who qualify for the Hearing Program. 
 5) Community Diabetes Education: a community-based diabetes education project for patients, health professionals, and the public to reduce the number of cases of blindness caused by diabetic retinopathy (a common complication of uncontrolled diabetes).


6) Youth Program: The Wisconsin Lions Foundation sponsors teacher training workshops throughout Wisconsin that utilize the extremely popular and timely Lions Quest Programs “Skills for Adolescence”, “Skills for Growing”, and “Skills for Action”. These Lions Quest Programs are comprehensive skills development programs for young people in grades K-12.

                                          Lions Eye Bank of Wisconsin (LEBW)

A Second mission project of Wisconsin Lions is the Lions Eye Bank of Wisconsin (LEBW), located in Madison, Wisconsin. The Eye Bank is dedicated to the mission of restoring the Gift of Sight through recovery and transplantation of corneas, research to advance the knowledge and treatment of eye diseases, and education to increase donations of human eyes after death. The Lions Eye Bank of Wisconsin procures, processes, and distributes eye tissue first to Wisconsin residents than to other states and countries. Over 1000 people received tissue to restore their sight. There are approximately 1,500 Wisconsin Lions who transport eye tissue to the Lions Eye Bank of Wisconsin though a “pony-express” relay system. 
I hope this information gives you a more complete picture of our Lion’s finances and the activities and mission of Wisconsin Lions. You can be proud to be a member of our outstanding organization that brings hope and help to people in need. If I can be of any assistance to you or answer any questions, please email me at ( e-mail Address)or call me at (Phone Number).
Wisconsin Lions change peoples’ lives. You are a part of this “reaching, touching, improving lives”. Welcome to Lions!

“Together in Service”

Lion ( Orientation Chair name)
Orientation
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