


(   Date)

Dear Lion (        ) ,
Again, I want to welcome you to the world’s largest service organization, Lions Clubs International. You have been learning that what your Club does in your local Club area is the heart of your mission. You have also learned about finances and that Lions in Wisconsin accomplish “Reaching, Touching and Improving Lives” through Wisconsin Lions Foundation (WLF) and Lions Eye Bank of Wisconsin. In this letter you will learn about the Lions organization and about Lions Clubs International. 




                  Lion’s Organization

Your Club and 3-7 other clubs make-up a Zone. There (     ) Zones in your Region. There are 10 Districts in our state. Our District is 27- (   ) Wisconsin. District Governor leads our District this year. He or She is a dedicated Lion and looks forward to meeting you on his visit to your Club. You are one of (         ) members in the (      ) clubs of District 27-(    ). The State of Wisconsin is divided into 10 Districts and form Multiple District (MD) 27. The Governors of each of the ten Districts form the MD-27 Council of Governors who provides leadership for our State Lions. The ten Districts of Wisconsin are a part of 750 Districts around the world that serve the world through Lions Club International. There is an International Board of Directors that set the mission and policies for our worldwide Association. Currently, MD27 has one member on the International Board who is International Director Art Marson
   Lions Clubs International (LCI)

Lions International Headquarters is located in Oak Brook, Illinois. Lions from around the world have joined together “to create and foster a spirit of understanding among all people for humanitarian needs by providing voluntary services through community involvement and international cooperation.” 

The Lions motto is “We Serve”. The name Lion was chosen because of the symbolism of what a lion represents: courage, strength, activity and fidelity. The slogan of Lions Club International is: “Liberty, Intelligence, Our Nation’s Safety”. The official colors are gold and purple. Gold symbolizes sincerity of purpose, liberality in judgment, purity in life and generosity in mind, heart and commitment to humankind. The purple is the color of strength, courage, and dedication to a cause. The Lions’ logo is a gold “L” on a circular purple field. Bordering this circular gold area are two Lions each facing away from the center. The one Lion is looking back at our proud history. The other Lion is looking forward with confidence for opportunities to serve. 

The Purposes of Lions Clubs International are:
    * To organize, charter and supervise service clubs to be known as Lions clubs.

    * To Coordinate the activities and standardize the administration of Lions clubs.

    * To Create and foster a spirit of understanding among the peoples of the world.

    * To promote the principles of good government and good citizenship.

    * To Take an active interest in the civic, cultural, social and moral welfare of the  

       Community.

    * To unite the clubs in the bonds of friendship, good fellowship and mutual understanding.

    * To provide a forum for the open discussion of all matters of public interest; provided, 

        However, that partisan politics and sectarian religion shall not be debated by club members.

* To encourage service-minded people to serve their community without personal financial 

    Reward, and to encourage efficiency and promote high ethical standards in commerce,     

    Industry, professions, public works and private endeavor.

The Lions Code of Ethics of Lions Clubs International is:

* To Show my faith in the worthiness of my vocation by industrious application to the end 

   that I may merit a reputation for quality of service.

    * To Seek success and to demand all fair remuneration or profit as my just due, but to accept  

       no profit or success at the price of my own self-respect lost because of unfair advantage 

       taken or because of questionable acts on my part.

* To remember that in building up my business it is not necessary to tear down another's; to  

       be loyal to my clients or customers and true to myself.

    * Whenever a doubt arises as to the right or ethics of my position or action towards others, to 

       resolve such doubt against myself.

    * To hold friendship as an end and not a means. To hold that true friendship exists not on 

       account of the service performed by one another, but that true friendship demands nothing 

       but accepts service in the spirit in which it is given.

* Always to bear in mind my obligations as a citizen to my nation, my state, and my 

   community, as to give them my unswerving loyalty in word, act, and deed. To give them 

   freely of my time, labor and means.

    * To Aid others by giving my sympathy to those in distress, my aid to the weak, and my 

       substance to the needy.

* To Be Careful with my criticism and liberal with my praise; to build up and not destroy. 

Lions fulfill their mission through Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF). The Foundation is Lions helping Lions serve the world. Donations provide funding in the form of grants to financially assist Lions districts with large-scale humanitarian projects that are too extensive for local Lions to finance on their own. The Foundation aids Lions in making a greater impact in their local communities, as well as around the world. Through LCIF, Lions ease pain and suffering and bring healing and hope to people worldwide. Since 1990 Lions have prevented serious vision loss for 27 million people. 

Grants provide both immediate assistance following natural disasters and long-term disaster relief for reconstruction efforts. Grants help preserve sight, combat disability, promote health or serve youth. Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) has awarded 9000 grants totaling $640 million. Every dollar donated to LCIF goes toward a grant. Lions’ support is crucial as donations from Lions provide the majority of LCIF's revenue. LCIF receives a small amount of funding from foundations and corporations. It receives no club dues. LCIF is truly Lions helping the unfortunate, devastated, poor, and medically non-served of the world. Lions change the world and make a difference in peoples’ lives. Lions around the world have done so much for the betterment of peoples’ lives that Lions Clubs International has been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. 

You can be proud to be a Lion for all that Lions do locally and globally. The information in the three orientation letters give you a start in learning all that lions do. You will grow in becoming a Lion learning, more as you go along. If I can be of any assistance to you or answer any questions, please email me at ( e-mail address) or call me at ( Phone Number) 

“Together in Service”

Lion (Current District Governor
Orientation

District 27-E1
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